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Sir: 

I, Yoshihiro Yazawa, declare (hat 1 am one of the inventors named in the above-identified 
U.S. Patent Application, and that I am thoroughly familiar with the above referenced patent 
application and the invention described and claimed (herein. 

I entered Osaka University in 1982 and also studied at graduate school; took a master's 
degree; and entered Kawasaki Steel Corporation in 19S8 and has been encaged since then in research 
of stainless steel. 

I understand that the claims in this application have been rejected as being obvious over EP 
l 685 individually or taken together with "admitted prior arT on pages 1 -3 of the specification. To 
demonstrate the unexpected increase in toughness of steel sheets in the solicited claims by the 
addition of the claimed amount of vanadium, wo took a steel sheet from the specification, namely 
steel A 10, and compared it to another steel that contains an amount of vanadium outside of the 
claimed range. The attached absorbed energy versus temperature graph shows the dramatic and 
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unexpected increase in absorbed energy, which translates into increased toughness in (be steel steels 
by virtue of the inclusion of the claimed amount of vanadium. One skilled in the art would not 
expect this based an a fair reading of EP '685. 

The undersigned declares that all statements made herein of his own knowledge are true and 
that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like bo made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code and thus such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issuing thereon. 



YO! 




Yazawa, Coventor 
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